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becoming an obsession, and the living alone can help the
dead, by caring for them with food and ritual From such
early germs has developed the doctrine of Samsara, or
transmigration. The Aryan has begun to be obsessed
with the longing for salvation from it. The soul 'which
goes as a caterpillar from leaf to leaf, which 'puts on as
a garment a new body', can escape by the conquest of
Desire and of Egoism—realizing that it is itself the
One Reality—Atman, Breath or Spirit. Ignorance is with
Desire and Egoism the root of all evil: mystic insight is
the way of escape,
To this period of transition belongs the great figure of
Yajfiavalkya, a pioneer in bridging the gulf between the
later Vedic and the earlier Upanishadic ages, in leading
India from naive to ordered reflection, and in preparing
the way for her greatest son. He is the first personality in
Indian history, dim yet gigantic. A friend of the boy
Nachiketas and of his father, we see this great thinker at
the court of King Janaka, in North India. He has been
called the father of Hindu philosophy, and is among the
greatest of her rishis or seers.
With a company of wandering scholars he is met by the
King, who gives him a hundred cows for his pre-eminence
in discussion. It is characteristic of this stage of develop-
ment that the King, a Kshatriya, is found instructing as
well as rewarding Brahmins. At another time we find
Yajfiavalkya at the King's court on the occasion of a great
horse-sacrifice. This, known as the Asvamedha, was the
most elaborate and important of later Indian sacrifices*1
It was the special privilege of kings, and had a political as
well as a religious significance. In early spring, a week
before the full moon, the priests assembled. On the sixth
day a horse, chosen as the best in the country, was purified,
and the gods were invoked with music and singing to
protect it. It was then let loose to wander at will, accom-
panied only by a body-guard. Wherever it wandered was
proclaimed a royal domain. Meanwhile the festival went
* Later editors of the Upanishads have added this part of the story,

